Music for Europe - the Young Generation 

Brussels, September 13th to 15th 2002 

Short history: Many readers of this magazine will remember the articles we printed about the European Parliament of Young Musicians which held its sessions between 1994 and 1999. The project had been initiated by KOTA in 1994, organized in cooperation with AGEC and Europa Cantat for choral music and later put under the patronage of the European Music Council, including instrumental music. 

The young musicians had the motto „Be courageous, spectacular, crazy!" and prepared a Hearing in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg for autumn 2000 which unfortunately had to be cancelled due to financial difficulties. 

Even though the European Parliament of Young Musicians was dissolved as a result, a group of members decided to continue working in the frame of the Working Group Youth of the European Music Council. Their main aim was to work for an increase of youth participation in the European music organisations. After evaluating a questionnaire which had been sent to all members and partners of the European Music Council (which showed that although most organisations offer activities for young musicians, very few actively involve young people in their decision making processes), it was decided to prepare a forum on music and youth in connection with the Annual Meeting of the European Music Council and in cooperation with Jeunesses Musicales Europe, at which all member-organisations were to be encouraged to bring along youth representatives. 

The forum: The forum with keynote speeches, working groups and presentations on youth participation, the EU enlargement and its consequences for music and financial support possibilities from the European Union was a great success. 20 youth representatives from different music organisations were present (several of them were representatives of Europa Cantat member-organisations) - a radical change compared with earlier meetings and forums of the European Music Council. Youth participation was not only discussed but also practised: Brigitte Riskowski acted as moderator together with Jeroen Schrijner (member of the Board of Europa Cantat), Ambrož Bajec-Lapajne from Slovenia was on the panel discussing the EU enlargement and its consequences for young musicians in the candidate countries, Daniel Albicker woke up the participants with a Swiss Open Singing including movements, Martina Schilling presented the results of the forum to the annual meeting of the European Music Council and all of them chaired working groups and presented the results to the forum. Finally young musicians (among them also Martina and Ambroz) presented short musical intermezzos - they did not only wish to talk about music, but also give the participants of the forum something nice to listen to. 

Dominik Büchel from Switzerland introduced the subject of youth participation with the quotation «Is not the most attractive thing about young people the very fact that they are not wise?» (Erasmus of Rotterdam, 1508). He explained why youth participation is important and needed, what youth participation means and which effects it can have. He gave some good advise (don't ask them what they can't do but ask them what they are good at / don't talk about young people, ask them) and finished with the conclusion „Try youth participation! Make it an attitude!" 

Inspired by his words, the working groups made a number of suggestions to the European music organisations on how they could increase youth participation, starting from the point that the new Millennium and youth participation need new approaches to organisational structures: One should start thinking about new meeting forms (alternative places and agendas for meetings), more informality in the leading structures of the organizations, more interaction between the board members, Professional executive boards and much more. At the end the young musicians presented a motion to the Annual Meeting of the European Music Council, asking them to co-opt one of the youth representatives and invite him/or her to all meetings of the Bureau. This youth representative would at the same time coordinate the activities of the Working Group Youth which will continue with a large number of new members found at this forum. The Annual Meeting of the European Music Council accepted this motion and co-opted Martina Schilling from Cologne, Germany, unanimously. 

This co-option of a youth representative can bee seen as great success, not only of this forum, but also of the earlier sessions of the European Parliament of Young Musicians. 
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