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Theatre by inmates in the prison of Krimpen aan den IJssel in Holland
The Arts Supporting Employability and Personal Effectiveness

- Grundtvig Course, “Skills through the Arts” -

September 25 – 29 in Rotterdam, the Netherlands

‘I had never been able to work with others before but this has taught me to listen and work together, not to just to follow my own ideas’. Dutch prisoner after music-theatre workshop.
The Grundtvig course, “Skills through the Arts”

This Grundtvig course, teaches artists and teachers on the new possibilities of art education. How to use informal learning, how skills can be learned through the arts, how the arts can help to make changes in the system.  After completing the course, the participants will be certified to organise and deliver SEPE (Supporting Employability and Personal Effectiveness) courses as a SEPE trainer in their own country.

The history of this approach Policymakers, artists and scientist worked together during 2 years of European exchanges, intensive workshops and research in 6 countries. This resulted in new ways of learning and new possibilities for art education in prisons and elsewhere and in a new certificate that will help them find their way in society. 
We kindly invite you to share, discuss and reflect on the opportunities art education currently offers. We will present some excellent results and explain what learning through the arts means to people in the margins of society. We will lay out its benefits for employers, the judicial system, policy makers and art-educational institutes. 

The University of Exeter has done extensive research into the effectiveness of workshops that were mostly delivered in prisons. At the end, most of the detained participants felt empowered and had significantly improved their communication and collaboration skills. 

The SEPE (Supporting Employability & Personal Effectiveness) programme that we have developed offers courses in the ‘soft’ skills that employers are keen on, such as team work, good communication, time management, flexibility and presentation. These courses are delivered by trained artists aiming at underprivileged groups e.g. inmates, youngsters, immigrants, illiterates and resulting in CDs, staged plays, concerts or exhibitions. The focus is on informal learning, there is no writing, studying or exams. It is all about developing skills through the dynamics of the group processes, using the arts as vehicle.

The SEPE Certificate for participants is developed by Edexel part of the PEARSON Group, the world’s leading company in education.  

Is this beneficial to you and your profession contact us at teampeeta@peetaproject.com 

The international PEETA (Personal Effectiveness and Employability skills Through the Arts) Team hopes to welcome many of you in Rotterdam this September. 

We have a wonderful location, part of the course will take place on this old steamship, now an hotel:

http://www.booking.com/hotel/nl/cruise.en.html (or http://www.ssrotterdam.nl/nl/)  
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How to apply for funding

If you’re interested in the course and if you live in Europe you can apply for funding for the travel, the hotel, the meals and the course. In every European county there is a National Agency that provides funding to attent courses like this elsewhere in Europe. For the adress of the national agency in your country look at this page:

http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/doc1208_en.htm
The Reference Number of the “Skills through the Arts” course is : NL-2012-315-001

This is where you can find the course in the database, you’ll also find the program here and information on the prices:
http://ec.europa.eu/education/trainingdatabase/index.cfm?fuseaction=DisplayCourse&cid=33614
If you want to sign up for the course, or if you have any other questions please contact us at teampeeta@peetaproject.com If you need any help filling in the funding request we can also help you with it.

(Legal organisers: the international PEETA Team in cooperation with the Custodial Institutions Agency of the Dutch Ministry of Security and Justice and the Dutch branch of the EPEA, the European Prison Education Association)
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