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Home country

Tel (mobile)
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Professional Information (to be completed only if the person is writing on behalf of a 
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Name of company / Organisation* (as appropriate)* Europa Cantat - European Federation of Young Choir
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Country

Tel. +49 228 9125663

Fax +49 228 9125658

Website www.EuropaCantat.org
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 Question A

How can one contribute towards identifying, evaluating, developing and exchanging experience and good practice in intercultural 
dialogue on a European scale?

All European umbrella organisations should be encouraged in 2008 to organise meetings, conferences or symposia, at which
they identify and evaluate projects, experience and examples of good practice in intercultural dialogue from among their
membership and discuss the possible development of new initiatives. – Europa Cantat, for example, is planning to organise a
conference on the integration of cultural minorities within the countries through common choral singing. It would be very
useful to have a website / Internet platform on which examples of good practice are presented – either on the website of the
European Union or maybe on the website of the Gateway to Culture project of the European Cultural Foundation. Research
looking into the impact of active participation in culture on young people, with a special focus on cultural minorities, should
be encouraged and supported.

 Question B

What information and communication initiatives could contribute towards involving all European Union residents, and particularly 
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It is important that European umbrella organisations active in the field of culture receive information about the
European year of intercultural dialogue and circulate them among their members. This means that many cultural
organisations on European, national and local level can spread the information through their channels to guarantee
that it reaches out to as many citizens as possible. During the year itself, the organisations shall be encouraged to
organise activities around the issue, such as meetings, symposia, conferences and workshops in which best prac-
tices from various field and various countries will be presented, identified and evaluated.The European Music Council
(EMC) already is very active in promoting intercultural dialogue throughout Europe, e.g. it has published an issue of
its magazine “Sounds in Europe” focussing on this subject. In 2006, the annual conference of the EMC and a sympo-
sium focussed on the inclusion of young people with migrant background in the European societies through music
projects. In 2008 the activities within the project “ExTra! Exchange Traditions”, coordinated by the European Music
Council, will foster intercultural dialogue in Europe.
It would be very useful to have a website on which examples of good practice are presented in order to make infor-
mation of European organisations, who are active in the field of intercultural dialogue, available to a broad public.
Research activities should be encouraged and supported. The research shall identify the impact active participation
may have on young people including those of cultural minorities.



Call for ideas  

young people, in the promotion of intercultural dialogue in day to day life and familiarising them with it?

Intercultural dialogue can best be promoted by giving young people the practical experience of meeting young people from
other cultures both within their own country and in other countries. Active cultural activity with each other, not just for each
other, is the best way of getting into dialogue with the other culture. – Europa Cantat will, for example, work on intercultural
dialogue in Utrecht, the Netherlands, where an extensive programme of musical and choral cross-cultural activities with
young people is planned in 2008 on the way to the organisation of a major festival in 2009. The project includes the
promotion of singing in primary schools as a tool for the integration of children from cultural minorities. Also in 2008 Europa
Cantat will organise an international children’s choir festival where between 600 and 1000 children and young people will live
together during one week, singing together in workshops and concerts, playing together and learning about each others’
cultures – a live experience of intercultural dialogue. Thus, the existing European culture and youth organisations and
networks (such as Europa Cantat), who are connected to national youth organisations and can reach the young people via
their cultural activities should be used for this purpose. These networks as well as the projects promoting intercultural
dialogue should be supported both through the regular programmes of the European Union and through special programmes
for the year of Intercultural Dialogue. The websites of such organisations can be another way of communicating with young
people. Existing organisations could be identified as “ambassadors” for the intercultural dialogue among young people. Finally
the Media (mostly television and radio and especially the programmes appealing to young people) should be encouraged to
report about projects and initiatives encouraging the intercultural dialogue.

 

 Question C

What specific European scale initiatives likely to reach, directly or indirectly, as many people in the European Union as possible - 
and particularly young people - could contribute towards promoting intercultural dialogue?

One should not only think of large-scale events with high media-attention. Smaller-scale events often reach many more
people indirectly – through the multiplier effects (young people who have participated in a positive intercultural experience
will communicate this positive impression to their pairs and will thus reach out to young people who did not participate
directly in the event), but also by being presented as an example of good practice in a European network – promoting
intercultural dialogue by serving as model for others to be followed. The package of initiatives should thus be a good mix of -
conferences and workshops where cultural operators might formulate suggestions and recommendations to the governments
of the European countries as well as to national cultural organisations – e.g. a symposium with pan-European cultural
organisations such as Europa Cantat, with a subject such as the development of an “integration agenda 2014” - events with a
high media-attention, especially from the media followed by young people - festivals and other events where young people
from different cultures enter the intercultural dialogue by actively making music or dancing or playing theatre together - and
grassroot-level projects where communities develop exemplary initiatives for the integration of cultural minorities which can
then be published for the promotion of intercultural dialogue on a larger scale.
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 Question B

What information and communication initiatives could contribute towards involving all European Union residents, and particularly 

Intercultural dialogue is closely linked to interaction of people. Thus, it is of great importance to encourage and
promote the interaction of young people with different cultural backgrounds on local, national and European level.
Cultural activities are very important tools to achieve this intercultural interaction. Especially in the field of music
playing and singing such a mutual understanding between young people can be promoted.

Members on local, national and European level of the European Music Council organise activities focussing on
intercultural dialogue in 2008. In the frame of the EMC coordinated project "ExTra! Exchange Traditions" there will be
a workshop in Portugal on the subject of "Traditional music as a tool for integration", exchange sessions on cross-
fertilization of music and an "Artists in resident" programme that will bring musicians of different cultural backgrounds
together.
The information channels of European umbrella organisations provide contact to citizens all over Europe; it is of
great importance not only to inform about the activities but also to actively involve partners on a local level in the
respective countries.

European scale initiatives should act on three levels: local (including the communities), national and European. Such a Euro-
pean scale activity might act as a brand, e.g. "The EU year of intercultural dialogue". The only way to reach as many people as
possible will be to act on these three levels. Direct contact will be mainly guaranteed through local and national activities,
indirect contact will be achieved through exchange sessions of European umbrella organisations where the actors of the local
and national level will meet to exchange best practice.
High media presence is required as a further means of dissemination.
It is important to have a big variety of activities, e.g. workshops, conferences, concerts, summer academies, evening classes,
political discussion rounds, etc. This variety of activities should include grassroot activities as well as visionary meetings with
experts in the field. It will be also important to include the educational institutions of the European countries in this process, as
especially in schools young people with different cultural backgrounds get together. Intercultural dialogue begins where people
of different cultures are living next to each other. We should not miss to enhance the intercultural dialogue where it is already
happening.


