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CIM/LC-2016 
 
Paris, 8 February 2012 
 
 
To National Music Councils 
 
 
Dear IMC member, 
 
At its last General Conference in 2011, UNESCO proclaimed the 30th April 
International Jazz Day. For the first celebration in 2012, official events are 
planned in Paris, in New Orleans and at the headquarters of the UN in New York.  
 
The proclamation of the International Jazz Day by UNESCO is a sign of 
recognition of jazz as an important historical art form which has contributed to:  

• promote intercultural dialogue 
• eradicate discrimination 
• promote respect for human rights and dignity 
• foster gender equality and reinforce the role of youth for social change 

 
As a UNESCO Partner NGO, the International Music Council wishes to participate in 
the worldwide celebrations through its network of over 1000 organisations in 150 
countries. Your national music council can play an important role in these 
celebrations.  
 
Therefore, we invite your national music council and the network it represents to 
consider the following options for contribution:  

1) Organize national and/or local activities where jazz would be played 
(festivals, concerts, workshops, master classes)  

2) Realize educational programmes and conferences on jazz by inviting leading 
composers, interpreters, musicologists, music journalists and other experts 
to give lectures, and to speak of the importance of jazz, of its place in 
modern life, while promoting the ideals of UNESCO and the five music rights 
of the IMC 

3) Establish partnerships with expert organizations in the field of jazz with the 
goal of: 

- meetings of artists and competitions; 
- exhibitions of jazz history, records, posters, paintings,  sculptures, 

caricatures, or photographs on jazz themes; 
4) Encourage youth participation in these activities  
5) Design projects that are especially targeted to youth aiming to provide a 

better access to jazz for young people 
 
In order to realize these activities, it is essential that you mobilize all the means at 
your disposal: radio and television, concert societies, record companies, amateur 
societies; a great many different types of localities should be used to their best 
advantage: concert halls, theatres, cultural centres, universities, churches, 
schools, factories, as well as open air facilities in parks, gardens, and stadiums.  
 
We also urge you to mobilize and involve local authorities (municipalities, cities, 
regions, etc.)  
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We strongly encourage you to cooperate with educational institutions in your 
country, such as schools, music schools and universities, to develop a programme 
involving public and private partners, as well as institutions at the national level 
(especially youth associations and networks). 
  
It is important that when designing your activities, you connect with the National 
Commission of your country for UNESCO, since the Commission was directly 
invited by the Director General of UNESCO to stage celebrations at national and 
local level.  
 
The International Music Council would be interested to learn from its National Music 
Councils how they celebrated the International Jazz Day. We would therefore 
appreciate receiving a report, maybe with a short description of the events or a 
programme and press clippings if available. If you send us information beforehand, 
we will forward your plan of activities to UNESCO for inclusion in the dedicated 
International Jazz Day website. 

We hope that, thanks to your contribution, International Jazz Day will become 
an annual event that raises awareness in the international community about the 
values of jazz as an educational tool and force for unity, dialogue and enhanced 
cooperation.  

I thank you in advance for your kind consideration and I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

 
With kind regards,  
 

 
Silja Fischer 
Secretary General  

 
 
 
Cc: Regional Music Councils 


