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The European Music Council 
(EMC) is a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to the 
development and promotion 
of all kinds of music in 
Europe. It is a network for 
representatives of both 
national music councils 
and European networks 
involved in the fields of 
music education, creation, 
performance and heritage. 
It was founded in 1972 as 
the European regional group 
of the International Music 
Council (IMC), and has been 
registered under German 
law as an independent 
association since March 2003. 

The EMC contributes to a 
better mutual understanding 
amongst people and their 
different cultures, and 
promotes the right for their 
musical cultures to coexist. 
Therefore, it provides excep-
tional value to its members  
through knowledge building, 
creating networking oppor-
tunities, and supporting and 
enhancing the visibility of 
initiatives that help sustain 
people’s participation in 
music and cultural life. 

 he EMC in General Terms

The right for all children and adults

The right for all musical artists

to express themselves musically in 
all freedom

to learn musical languages and 
skills

to have access to musical 
involvement through participation, 
listening, creation, and information

to develop their artistry and 
communicate through all media, 
with proper facilities at their 
disposal

to obtain just recognition and fair 
remuneration for their work

The EMC strongly supports 
youth participation in its 
decision making processes. 
Through its fellowship pro-
gramme the EMC offers 
emerging professionals 
working in the field of 
music an opportunity to 
internationalise their careers 
and develop professionally.

The EMC is a membership 
organisation, acting as a 
stakeholder for the European 
music sector including all 
kinds of musical genres on 
different levels.

In line with the IMC’s 5 Music Rights, 
the EMC’s strategies and actions 
honour human and cultural rights 
such as:

T
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The European Music Council voices the needs and 
interests of the music sector by bringing together 
representatives of European music networks and 
organisations of all fields. It has the necessary ex-
pertise and knowledge to act as a consultant and 
contribute to policy developments relating to mu-
sic and culture. This has a structuring effect on 
the music field. The EMC serves as an influential 
advisory body for political decision makers when 
it comes to discussing music and its impact on a 
pan-European level.

The EMC provides exceptional value to Europe-
an music organisations, as it provides practical 
knowledge and expertise, strengthens their com-
petences and capacities, enables networking and 
as such contributes to the professionalisation and 
competitiveness of the music sector.

The European Music Council enhances communi-
cation and supports the exchange of information 
between players within the European music sec-
tor. It encourages cooperation between players in 
that sector and beyond by initiating and facilitat-
ing joint activities and partnerships. This will con-
tribute to creating synergetic effects and interna-
tionalise the music sector.

Strengthening 
the 
Music Sector

Connecting 
the 
Music Sector

Activating 
the
Music Sector
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The EMC is an umbrella organisation made up of 75 organisations in 30 European 
countries.  The members of the EMC represent the diverse musical genres and styles 
which prevail in Europe, as well as the different age groups active in musical activities at 
all levels of professionalism – from amateurs to music students to recognised professional 
musicians. The members specialise in fi elds such as education, creation, performance, 

documentation, management and publishing.

The EMC serves European music organisations by putting the interest of the sector 
forward with one voice. In the fi rst instance, the activities of the EMC, being a membership 
organisation, are a service to its members. The EMC offi ce and Board (which is comprised 
of representatives of the EMC members) regularly consult the membership and its 
feedback directly infl uences the EMC’s work programme. Furthermore, the members 
are regularly asked to contribute directly to the EMC’s projects and activities – such 
as providing content for the EMC newsletters, the Sounds in Europe magazine, and 

presentations during the EMC annual conference – as well as to host EMC events.

6th European Forum on Music by Slawek Przerwa, Wroclaw4
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Membership  
 Structure

A National Music Council must be   broadly represen-
tative of the musical life in its country, develop policy 
positions to advance the musical life of the country 
and advocate these policy positions to decision-
makers – including the government.

Being a member of the EMC an International Mu-
sic Organisation must be based in Europe and have 
members or musical activities in a minimum of ten 
countries with more than three voting members 
outside Europe. The organisation develops policy 
positions to advance the welfare of its area or musi-
cal activity and advocates these policy positions to 
decision-makers – including governments.

The EMC is the regional group for Europe of the 
International Music Council (IMC) and as such is re-

sponsible for the European members of the IMC. 

All EMC members must demonstrate that they 
consent to the IMC’s position on cultural rights. They 

must be governed democratically and offer services to 
their members and/or to the community at large.

National Music Councils International Music Organisations

uropean Music Organisations

A European Music Organisation must operate 
mainly in Europe and have members or musical ac-
tivities in a minimum of 20% of European countries. 
The number of its voting members outside Europe 
should not exceed three. The organisation develops 
policy positions to advance the welfare of its area or 
musical activity and advocate these policy positions 
to decision-makers – including governments.

National/ Specialised 
Music Organisations

Any legally constituted organisation, association, 
society, company, foundation, corporation or NGO 
working in the field of music and culture, which does 
not fulfil the requirements of an international or re-
gional (European) music organisation or National 
Music Council, can be accepted as an organisational 
member of the IMC/EMC. In order to be admitted as 
a member, the organisation must support the mis-
sion and objectives of the EMC and commit to fulfil 
the duties of a member.
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ur Network
The EMC actively works on expanding its membership and 
regularly welcomes new music organisations into its network. 

In 2017 the EMC welcomed the following new members:
• Callias Foundation
• Hispania Musica Foundation
• International Vocal Training Coaching Association
• Music of Armenia
• Norwegian Music Council
• Russian Music Union
• World Federation of Amateur Orchestras

In 2017 the following Members withdrew from the membership:
• Aarya Foundation
• Association of Fostering New Music and New Sound
• Greek Association of Primary Music Teachers
• SELAM

National/
Specialised 
Organisa-
tions

Music 
Councils

24

15

Internation-
al Organisa-
tions

18

European 
Organisa-
tions

18
Members

75
Different 
countries

30

O
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All-Russian Federation of Arts // 
Association Nationale Cultures et Traditions // Associazione Artistico Culturale Italiana 

International Vocal Training Coaching // Austrian Music Council // 
Borusan Culture and Arts // Callias Foundation // CHROMA/Zebrock //

Cyprus Symphony Orchestra Foundation // Czech Music Council // 
EMMA for Peace / Euro-Mediterranian Music Academy for Peace // Estonian Music Council // 

 Europe Jazz Network // European  Association for Music in Schools // 
European Association of Conservatoires // European Broadcasting Union // 

European Chamber Music Teachers‘ Association // European Choral Association-Europa Cantat // 
European Composer and Songwriter Alliance // European Conference of Promoters of New Music 

// European Early Music Network // European Federation of National Youth Orchestras // 
European Festivals Association // European Music Schools Union //

European Orchestra Federation // European Society for Ethnomusicology // 
European String Teachers’ Association // European Union of Music Competitions for Youth // 

European Voice Teachers’ Association e.V. // Federació Catalana d’Éntitats Corals // 
Federation of Women Artists and Patrons of the Arts (GEDOK e.V.) // Finnish Music Council // 

Flemish Music Council // Fondazione Adkins Chiti: Donne in Musica // German Music Council // 
Hispania Música Foundation //Hungarian Music Council // Institute for Research on Music and 
Acoustics // International Association of Music Information Centres // International Association 

of Music Libraries // International Association of Schools of Jazz // International Confederation of 
Accordionists // International Confederation of Electroacoustic Music // International Council of 
Organizations and Festivals of Folklore and Traditional Arts // International Federation for Choral 
Music // International Federation of Chopin Societies // International Federation of Musicians // 

International Music and Media Centre - IMZ // International Music Products Association - NAMM // 
International Society for Contemporary Music // International Society for Music Education // Inter-
national Vocal Training Coaching Association // Israel National Music Committee and Department 

// Italian Music Council // Jeunesses Musicales International // Latvian Music Council //
 Live DMA – European Network for Music Venues and Festivals // 

Live Music Now Scotland // Miso Music Portugal // Moviment Coral Català // Music Austria // 
Music Council of the French Community of Belgium // Music of Armenia

National Centre of Expertise for Cultural Education and Amateur Arts // Norwegian Music Council 
// National Music Center of Georgia //  Plate-forme Interrégionale //

Polish Music Council // Russian Music Union // Scottish Music Centre // Swiss Music 
Council // The National Music Committee of Azerbaijan // Unison – Croatian Music Alliance // 

World Federation of Amateur Orchestras // World Federation of International Music Competitions
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Activating 

the Music Sector

• Raise awareness for  
   music as a societal and                     
   political factor
• Speak for music in            
   debates on cultural  
   policies 
• Build capacity on advo- 
   cacy work 
• Create synergies with  
   other networks active  

   in culture policy

Strengthening 

the Music Sector 

• Professionalise the mu-  
   sic sector through inter-  
   national exchange and   
   dialogue with experts
• Create and foster syner-  
   gies through confer-  
   ences and workshops
• Empower the capacity   
   of young professionals 
• Increase advocacy   
   power of members 

Connecting 
with and beyond 

the Music Sector 

• Increase the visibility of            
   the EMC and its mem-               
   bers’ activities
• Exchange with Euro-  
   pean and international   
   networks 
• Promote and contribute  
   to the internationalisa  
   tion of the music sec-  
   tor through participat-  
   ing in IMC programmes   
   and activities
• Carry out the STAMP   
   project 

     Strategic Objectives 2017

8



9

7th European Forum on 
Music (EFM)

Music and Cultural Di-
plomacy: Linking Conti-
nents - Bridging Cultures

Around 115 delegates 
travelled to the EFM in 
2017 in Pafos, Cyprus, 
which was co-organised 
by IAMIC - the Interna-
tional Association of 
Music Information Cen-
tres to get best practise 
examples to address 
political challenges also 
relevant for the music 
sector. 

European Agenda for 
Music

In 2017, the EMC 
released the first 
draft and carried out 
two major online 
consultations, that 
were analysed and fed 
back into the final text 
version.

Music Moves Europe

Together with many 
other music stakehold-
ers the EMC contributed 
to the intitiative „Music 
Moves Europe“ that lead 
to the launch of prepara-
tory actions towards a 
dedicated funding strand 
for music in the future 
EU funding programme 
for culture.

Main Achievements 2017

9
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7 new organisations were 
welcomed into the EMC 

membership.

A Stakeholder Committee 
was formed to prepare and 
accompany the European 
Year of Cultural Heritage 

2018. The EMC was selected 
to be one of the members.  

Through the IMC, the EMC 
participated in the UNESCO 

Steering Committee that 
drafted the Activity Report, 

which was put together after 
collecting and analysing 

inputs from various regions 
and sectors.

10

2017 at a Glance

The EMC facilitated two 
meetings discussing 

the European Agenda 
for Music: A workshop 
in Paris and an Open 
Dialogue Meeting in 

Katowice. Additionally 
the EFM provided several 

discussion rounds. 
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The EMC was present in 
several trade fairs, such 

as Musikmesse Frankfurt, 
Classical:Next, Reeperbahn 

Festival and WOMEX. 

Extensive capacity 
building through the staff 
exchange programme and 
the fellowship programme 
was facilitated by the EMC. 

In the framework of 
the STAMP programme, 
a series of 11 webinars 

was live streamed during 
two months on how to 

navigate one’s Music 
Professional Pathway in 

the 21st Century:
A Way Ahead for Music 
and Entrepreneurship.

11

A workshop for young 
entrepreneurs on “Starting 
your cooperation project” 

as part of the STAMP 
project was co-organised 

with Live DMA in Cesis, 
Latvia.
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Cultural Policy

Photo by Patrick Perkins from Unsplash.com12



13

UNESCO 
- through the International Music Council (IMC)

2005 UNESCO Convention

The 2017 highlights for our participation in civil society advocacy work were

 the first Civil Society Forum which preceded the General Assembly of Parties 
to the Convention in June;
 the presentation of the first Civil Society Activity Report to the 
Intergovernmental Committee (IGC) of the Convention in December.

Through the IMC, the EMC participated in the Steering Committee that drafted 
the Activity Report, which was put together after collecting and analysing inputs 
from various regions and sectors. This was done thanks to a largely circulated 
questionnaire filled in by many umbrella groups. The input reflects therefore the 
interests of more than 2,600 groups, national, regional and international, as well as 
professionals and academics from the cultural sector.
The report contains a large number of concrete recommendations, organised around 
each of the four goals of the Convention’s monitoring framework.  When presenting 
the Report to the Committee, the civil society highlighted three key issues: 

 raising greater awareness of the convention
 
 transnational mobility
 
 responding to the growing pressures and challenges faced by the cultural   
 sector

EMC and IMC will lobby for the recommendations to be taken into consideration by 
national governments and UNESCO. 
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WHAT?
Voices of Culture is the term for structured dialogue between the Eu-
ropean Commission and the cultural sector.

WHY?
It provides a framework for discussion between EU civil society stake-
holders from the cultural sector and the European Commission.

Voices of Culture and Heritage

To prepare and accompany the European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018, a Stake-
holder Committee was formed as a special call under Voices of Culture. The EMC 
was selected as a member of the Stakeholder Committee and participated in three 
meetings in 2017.

 28 April 2017 in Brussels
 8 September 2017 in Brussels
 5 December 2017 in Milan

The meetings and the promotion of the European Year of Cultural Heritage will con-
tinue in 2018.
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The European Music Council is part of the Europe-
an Alliance for Culture and the Arts, an alliance of 
37 European networks urging policy makers to re-
think the European approach and include culture 
and the arts in the long-term strategic goals of the 
European project.

Through the Alliance the EMC has endorsed the 
following statements:

 Statement on the European Commission’s Communication “Strengthening   
 European Identity through Education and Culture”
 
 Statement on Culture in regions and cities

 Statement on the Refl ection Paper on the Social Dimension of Europe

 G7 Cultural Summit: Open Letter to the Cultural Ministers of France, Italy and  
 Germany

 Culture at the heart of a sustainable Europe: Political Statement on the occa  
 sion of the 60th anniversary of the Rome Treaties

 Read the full statements on the website: 

 allianceforculture.com




















































