The Israeli Music Celebration – A vision, a dream, a reality
Since the 1930s, even before the creation of the state of Israel, Israeli composers searched for a unique and recognizable musical creation that brings the flavors of the Israeli/Jewish traditions, alongside with being part of the evolution of the 20th century music in Europe and America.

The first generation of Composers, mainly new immigrants from Europe, has combined in their own personal way, the European traditional aesthetics, and traditional Jewish Music of the various communities they came from. The second generation of composers, while expanding the search for new musical identity, has turned further towards contemporary and global aspects of aesthetics. The third generation, in the spirit of Post-Modernism, was pluralistic, and free of any public ideology, to the point that its aesthetics was less and less recognizable.

The Vision

At the approach of Israel’s 50th anniversary, in the year 1998, the musical committee joined together to come up with a way of emphasizing the musical creations taking place in Israel since the beginning of the new era towards building the young state. 
After much thought, and collaboration with the main leaders of the field – musicians, orchestra managers and others, the idea has unfolded to devote a day to Israeli music created in Israel, by Israeli artists, and performed by Israeli orchestras. This day was to be open to the public free of charge.
The date decided upon for the event was scheduled prior to the orchestral concerts season, and during the 10 days of Awe, noting the beginning of the Jewish New year.
Indeed during the first year, the Israeli Music Day took place during one single day, in which different symphonic concerts were held in one major site in Jerusalem, where several concert halls stand. From noon to night, the work of 9 different composers, then, the only winners of the Israel Award was heard. 

The major orchestras were not eager to participate, but rather considered it an obligation.

The first concert of the day played a symphony by Josef Tal, then, the eldest among Israeli composers, and no more then 10 people sat in the audience. 
The anxiety level of the Music Day’s initiators was high, and with it the concern for its future, though it seamed clear to all (myself included), that establishing this tradition was our obligation, and we were the only ones to undertake it.
During the final concert of the day, the concert hall already hosted a full house. 

The Dream

The dream (at least my personal dream) was for the Music Celebration to expand, draw a wide range of attention nationwide, and to include collaboration with different arts each year: dance, visual arts, literature etc. and that people all over the country will get aquatinted to the artistic Israeli Music.    
Becoming a Reality

During the Music Celebration’s second year, it grew to a two day event. It now included an original opera set for stage, and was no longer referred to as “The Israel Music Day”, but rather – “The Israeli Music Celebration”. 
Orchestras now requested to be considered as participant of the event, while composers handed scores to its artistic director.

No one questioned whether such an event should take place, and the Celebration’s existence was now a known fact.

The artistic director of the event (between the years 2006-2011) Prof. Michael Wollpe hosted different musical genres, all Israeli created – from Hebrew melodies, Jazz, Electric music, World music, and diverse experimental music. These, beside a great collection of  “classical” contemporary Israeli music. So, six years after the beginning it became a five days event, and took place in five different locations country wide. Each day, hosted different types of concerts, each location, different kinds of audiences including school children participating in workshops offered by composers.

Dr. Boaz Ben Moshe, the artistic director of the event for the past two years, continues the tradition, and enhances the range of musical genres taking part.

"Israeli Music celebration" has been a one of the primary Prisms, through which the evolution of Israeli music has been analyzed and recognized. Each of the 15 annual festivals held thus far, showcased different generations of composers, alongside contemporary music which is being created in Israel today.  

It is still free of charge to all, and is considered a gift of love to the public.  
We welcome you all to join us during this special time in Israel each year. 
The next Musical Celebration will begin September 16th  2015 
