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1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro (i.e. ‘Earth Summit’)
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Nested concentric circles of sustainability



Allen, Aaron S., Jeff Todd Titon, and Denise Von Glahn. "Sustainability and sound: 
ecomusicology inside and outside the university." Music and Politics 8.2 (2014): 1-26.
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Nested concentric circles of sustainability with music!



Ecosystems of music: Major forces working on the sustainability of 

music genres across five domains (Schippers 2015)
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Greta Thunberg speaking a rally in Glasgow during COP26, November 2021



Competing crises in the music sector:

Cuts to the arts Creative work force conditions Bigger issues impacting music: 
cost of living, health, biosphere



(Terrill et al 2015, p.13)

The rise of ‘music ecosystems’ as a policy concept



The Doughnut: 
‘a social foundation of well-
being that no one should fall 

below, and an ecological 
ceiling of planetary pressure 

that we should not go 
beyond. Between the two 

lies a safe and just space for 
all.’ (Raworth 2017: 11)

New concepts for music and sustainability: Doughnut Economics



A Music Doughnut is ‘a sustainable system for musical 
life that contributes to a social foundation of well-being 

that no one should fall below, while respecting the 
ecological ceiling of planetary pressure that we should 

not go beyond. Between the two lies a safe and just 
musical space for all.’

My attempt at a definition for a ‘Music Doughnut’ (based on Raworth 2017)
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New concepts for music and sustainability: Musical utopias



‘Turn Up The Volume’ Survey 2022

• Partnership with Music Declares Emergency and Beggars Group

• Commissioned YouGov to survey over 2,000 adults across the UK (a 
nationally representative sample of British adults in terms of age, 
gender, social class and education)

• On climate change, the poll found that 82% of music fans were 
concerned about climate change compared to 72% of non-music 
fans. These figures are broken down as 42% of music fans were 
“very concerned” and 40% “fairly concerned” compared to 31% 
non-music fans being “very” or 41% being “fairly” concerned. 

• While both music fans and non-fans tend to see climate change as 
an important issue which should be addressed, music fans are 
significantly more likely to view it as a top priority with 54% of 
music fans agreeing that “tackling climate change should be a top 
priority now, above other issues” as compared to 47% of non-fans.





Imagining a just and green future for music cities
The case of Glasgow as a UNESCO City of Music

My research questions:
What does a ‘just and green transition’ mean in the context of a city’s music sector?

How can music activity be integrated into the city's wider just and green transition strategy?



Geo-spatial ArcGIS music map in progress (2023)



Social Network Analysis Gephi ArcGIS music map in progress (2023)



Conclusion

Sustain Music:
• As a form of human expression (cultural)

• In a way that is fair, diverse, and inclusive (equity)

• As a form of meaningful work at the individual, community and sectoral levels 
(economic)

• As part of, and a means to participate in, the larger existential project of 
sustaining a habitable earth for future generations and mitigating climate 
catastrophe (environmental)

• Or something else entirely! (insert your own concept here)



Thanks for listening!

E-mail: matt.brennan@glasgow.ac.uk

Twitter: @drmattbrennan
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