Report of Jeunesses Musicales International 
The conference "Music for Europe-the young generation" organized by the European Music Council (EMC) and Jeunesses Musicales Europe (JME) was attended by 87 representatives of various European music organizations, who discussed the issue of youth participation. 
The 3-day forum (13-15.09 2002), held at the Centre Borschette conference center of the European Commission, was inaugurated by EU Commissioner for Culture and Education Viviane Reding, who underlined the importance of music in the lives of young Europeans today. Mrs. Reding also spoke of the European funding programs and policies supporting music and youth. 
European funding was a recurrent topic of the forum, as many national music institutions currently face slashes in government funding and struggle to keep their national music heritages alive. Concrete examples of this were given during a panel discussion (moderator: Willi Steul, Vice-President of SWR-ARD German Radio and Television). 
An introduction to EU cultural policies was given by Mik Flood (Vice-Chairman of EUCLID) and Pierre Mairesse (Head of the Directorate for Education and Culture of the European Commission) presented the EU's youth programs. The Jeunesses Musicales "Brundibár" initiative was presented by Thomas Rietschel (Secretary General of the German Music Council) as a positive example of a youth music project supported by the Connect program of the European Commission. 
The issue of youth participation was raised by Dominik Büchel, member of the Swiss Federal Commission on youth issues, who gave an impressive presentation on the importance of giving young people decision-making power within youth structures. Jeroen Schrijner, Director of Unisono and Board member of Europa Cantat, supervised the discussions. 
Although a survey conducted by the Working Group Youth of the EMC concluded that the level of youth participation was low within EMC members and partners, Jeunesses Musicales International is a remarkable exception, as it involves young people in decision-making on both international and national levels. Padraig Kitterick, second Vice-President of the JMI Board, emphasized that "Young people are responsible for their own integration in an organization". The high level of youth representatives within the Jeunesses Musicales network makes it an encouraging example to follow in terms of youth participation. 
On the outcome of the event, JME Executive Director Dag Franzén remarked: "music has never been more important in the lives of young Europeans than today. At the same time, the national non-profit music structures are deteriorating due to decreased governmental support within the member states and adhesion countries, while the conditions for musicians and audiences may see radical changes in years to come. This is why it is so important for European music organizations to reach out to larger groups of young people, and to enable their participation in shaping the strategies for the future". 
More about Jeunesses Musicales International (JMI) 
Jeunesses Musicales International is the world's largest network for youth and music. 60,000 musical events occur every year, organized by JM sections around the world, covering all styles of music and reaching an audience of 6 million people. 40 member sections and contact organizations in over 30 countries provide exciting opportunities for young musicians and audiences across the globe. 
Bringing together and exploring the world's diversified music cultures, JMI focuses on four main areas of activity: youth orchestras, including the JM World Orchestra, young talent promotion, young audiences and projects with important social aims such as the "Music Crossroads" Festivals in Southern Africa. Its aim is to enable young people to develop through music across all boundaries. 
Jeunesses Musicales Europe is the regional subsidiary of JMI. 
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Please note that photos of the event are available on request. 
